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                                  Aspects               
Dimensions

Artistic Historic Social Scientific

Form + Design

Form follows function: The buildings' design and 
forms work together with their own functions 
following the production process. General form of 
the factory is a testimony to the typical procedure 
of brick production.  Architectural quality; 
perception of volume by means of depth and 
height in the drying sheds, continuation of spatial 
levels, linearity, and lighting and visual continuity.

Hoffman Kiln - Testimony of more advanced 
method of brick baking. The factory complex was 
established on top of the existing German bunker

-

Hoffman Kiln - elliptical use of typology catalysed 
the production of bricks in a more continuous way.  
- drying buildings, in which every floor is 
continuous and long enough, it's a typical 
characteristic of industrial architecture

Materials + Substance

Parts of the building constructed from the bricks 
made in the factory. The integration of steel and 
concrete highlights the industrial character of the 
building.

Materials for instance steel and the rails from the 
German frontlines left from the first World War, are 
reused and integrated within the functioning of the 
factory complex as well as building parts.

-
The clay was locally extracted. Consequently the 
bricks produced in that area have their unique 
composition of ingredients (e.g. unique colour)

Use + Function
Multi-levelled drying sheds with repetitive 
windows as part of the whole production process 
to dry brick by air flow.

The brick factory was inspired to bring the 
agriculture back to the area by draining the 
flooded agriculture lands as welll as rebuilding the 
city of Mesen

Provision of jobs for the people after WW1 to uplift 
the area. 

Production of their own variety of products

Techniques + Traditions + Workmenship - - Heritage of labour and craftsmenship

More advanced and contemporary process of 
brick production (iron casts etc)The use of Ruston 
Engine as an initiator for the whole production 
process.

Location + Setting
Commemorative monuments from the world wars 

are located around the site

The brick factory is located in Messines/Mesen 
close to the Wallonia border where one of the most 
important battles of the first World War (Battle of 
Messines) took place. The landscape is listed 
because of its importance in World War 1.

As the factory was providing job opportunities to 
people after the Great War, there were many 
people relocated from Langemark to Mesen. It's 
location is directly linked with the re-construction 
of the town of Messines after it's destruction in 
WWI. 

-

Spirit + Feeling

Parts of the machinery used to produce bricks still 
exist in the site as well as the products (bricks) 
which strongly preserve the whole perception of 
the factory functioning and the industrial culture. 

The essence and traces of the war are still evident 
on the site. 

The factory is owned by the Dumoulin family, one 
of the most historic families in Brick construction in 
Flanders.

-
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